
  

Overall Comments 

You’ve clearly given a lot of thought and time this assignment Paul and this is a 
competent body of work.  

Feedback on assignment Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, 
Demonstration of Creativity  

 You present a good range of viewpoints and have edited down your shots  
to make for a comfortable rhythm in the series. Your notes are informative, although 
you should generally include some references with your assignment research. These 
don’t have to be limited to other photographers or writing about photography but can 
also include news feeds, social media or any other information that you accessed for 
the event. 

With the eye of a roving news reporter and you’ve given us good coverage of the 
event (except the actual funeral which you weren’t able to attend), focusing on the 
human story. A couple of shots contain the skyline of Singapore, and the hotel is a 
landmark, but perhaps you could have brought more of the city into the shots? This 
would be especially interesting for a non-Singaporean audience. 

Your captions are short and informative, in the style of a newspaper report. ‘Signing 
the book of condolences at Tanjong Pagar GRC (Group Representation 
Constituency). Mr Lee Kuan Yew led this constituency throughout his political career 
until his death in March 2015’ – is a great example of a short and concise caption, 
although ‘LKY still turning a profit in the Central Business District shortly after his 
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death’ might need a little more information for a non-Singaporean audience. Does his 
family own the newspaper? 

A couple of other suggestions about individual shots:  

Media interest grew – maybe a shot of speaking to camera rather than downtime? 

Fullerton Hotel – the line of people is very underexposed and perhaps doesn’t fit with 
the overall aesthetic approach of the series, for the simple reason that the line is 
probably more interesting to look at than the hotel even though the flag is at half mast. 

Long lines of mourners – which is the primary element - skyline, cranes or lines of 
poeple? It's a difficult call to balance all three. 

…..and by night. – what relevance the boat? 

Mourners pay their last respects – I like the way the bowing lady reveals the poster of 
Mr. Lee, which balances nicely with the opening and makes a good final shot. Perhaps 
frame centrally to avoid the distraction of the images on the left hand side? 

Your assignment reflection raises a useful final point, which would be considered 
under the Creativity criteria-  

Maybe another concern would be to find the truly individual moments in amongst the 
thousands of other photographers all doing the same thing. Obviously the nature of 
photography dictates that each image is unique, but with circumstances being the 
same for most of the photographers, it stands to reason there will be many similar 
images out there all shouting for attention. My concern is that mine fall within that 
gamut. 

The same question exists for every photographer and now, as you’re approaching the 
next module, is a good place to ask it. To me, the overall feeling of your series is 
humanist – life cycles (pregnant lady next to old man in wheelchair), citizenry, trade. 
But an event doesn’t have to be recorded just as social documentary. Some other 
possible points of departure may be found within the shots themselves – raw emotion 
and extreme heat, death and commerce, text and the city (‘messages of strength’ is a 
great shot), the military (contrasted with the citizen), news media people looking 
bored (contrasted with seriousness), the night. 
Learning Logs or Blogs/Critical essays Context  

Please see my previous report as I note from your email that you’re still working on 
this for assessment. 

Suggested reading/viewing Context  

With your above question in mind, I strongly suggest you start looking at stuff that is 
difficult rather than comfortable Paul. If you don’t know his work you might be 
interested in Magnum photographer Antoine D’Agata, who works in Asia. He shoots 



extreme situations, however he also appears to be rather influenced by Francis Bacon, 
which calls to mind the quote of Brassaï –  

Tony Ray Jones: Would you say that it’s more important for a student to get a general 
education in art and painting than it is to get an education solely in photography? 

B: Yes, I think education and intelligence is important, but not art. Not artistic 
education, because when you take a photograph you may be very influenced by what 
you have seen in paintings and this happened to me often. Unconsciously I did 
something like Toulouse-Lautrec or Degas or perhaps Van Gogh. It was not 
voluntarily but because we have a culture in painting. It would not happen to a young 
American perhaps, who had never seen paintings and who did something with his or 
her sight absolutely fresh. It’s possible. But I think that it’s certain that one doesn’t 
only photograph with the eyes but with all one’s intelligence. 

http://www.americansuburbx.com/2011/08/interview-brassai-with-tony-ray-jones.htm 

Pointers for next assignment 

‘…to photograph with all of one’s intelligence’ 
   
Good luck at assessment. 

Tutor name: Robert Bloomfield

Date 4th June 2015
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