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Student name Paul Chapman Student number 511152
Course/Module Art of Photography Assignment number 4

     
Overall Comments
This is an exceptional assignment showing proficient skills at still-life, studio based photogra-
phy.  There is almost nothing I can fault you with here.  The assignment calls for the emphasis of 
certain visual effects that you have brought out forcefully in each case.  These are mostly profes-
sional quality images - with only one exception which I’ll outline in my feedback.

The key question for you now is whether you can take this command of light and composition 
from the studio into the world outside.

Assignment potential
I understand your aim is to go for the Photography (Painting/Textiles/Creative Writing, Creative Arts*) 
Degree and that you plan to submit your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work 
you have shown in this assignment, and providing you commit yourself to the course, I suggest that 
you are likely to be successful in the assessment.

Feedback on assignment

Shape

These two mirror-image reflected silhouettes work really well.  The first one is particularly good 
because the reflection shows us a different outline with the T-Rex’s mouth open and the teeth 
showing.  An interesting narcissus effect!  

You’ve kept the background super-clean and the clever use of a graduated light has helped you 
provide some prominence to the top T-Rex, making the lower reflection a 2nd graphic point.  

Form

Both of these photos brings out the 3-D form of the T-Rex along with the outline, texture and 
colour of course.  The 1st photo shows very accentuated form in the ripples of the skin and even 
the sense of depth - even though it is shallow.  

The 2nd photo has an issue - the black background is visible.  I’ve reduced the black and painted 
the dinosaur back in with the layer mask.  You also needed to spot out the specks of dust on the 
lower edge of the frame.  Apart from these issues, which you should have noticed, the composi-
tion and light are very good.  
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Above is the mask.

Below is the resulting picture.

Texture

I’m impressed you are using a snoot, which is a great way to control light.  Both these photos 
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show different aspects of the textured skin of the plastic T-Rex effectively.  Check that your 2nd 
image background is totally black.  You can easily do this in Photoshop Levels or Curves by using 
the eye-dropper tool.

Colour

It’s interesting to see the visual strategy you’ve used to bring colours out; firstly with a white 
background and early sunlight; second with a more dramatic effect using reflected red light. The 
red does bring out the sense of vicious anger in the roaring beast.  

Learning Logs/Critical essays

Your self-evaluation is good.  But you do need to make some connections to other photogra-
phers who are using light in interesting ways.  You mention Paul Strand briefly, but not in the 
context of this assignment.  And your Research section includes lighting exercises, which will 
confuse assessors.  

You will need to improve on your research and analysis of other photographers as you continue 
to study photography, or else you risk being a purely technical photographer.  Try to look at the 
subjects of photography, the way the photographer sees the subject.  No two photographers are 
looking the same way.  It is not all about visual effects.  

Suggested reading/viewing

It is not clear what you have read, so you could put book titles and your thoughts on your blog.  
Have a look at Camera Lucida by Roland Barthes, thinking about his two key terms “Studium” and 
“Punctum”.  Write about these when you think you’ve understood them and apply the learning to 
the way you write about your own photographs.  

Pointers for the next assignment

The final assignment is your opportunity to make the most ambitious project you’ve ever made.  
It is something you should concentrate on over a long period of time.  Don’t try to do it all 
quickly and don’t choose a subject that is meaningless to you.  You will almost certainly need to 
repeatedly return to re-photograph your subject over time. 

Tutor name Robert Enoch
Date 13th November 2014
Next assignment due 12th February 2015

  


