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Student name Paul Chapman Student number 511152
Course/Module Art of Photography Assignment number 3

     
Overall Comments

Your work continues to be interesting, oscillating between everyday subjects and more playful 
subjects.  You’re being creative and visually experimental and it’s great to see it.  This is a strong 
assignment and I’m really glad you’ve made it your own by playing around with different ways of 
making photographs.

I’m surprised, given your strong foundational skills, that it has taken you this long to produce the 
assignment.  Judging by the work, it looks like you’ve been going through an artistic transition 
and have resurfaced as a more experimental photographer.  Such phases of development often 
occur, so don’t worry about it, but do try to keep your camera with you and your eyes peeled.  

I must say is that it took my a while to find your assignment photos on your blog.  Your link went 
to a page of research and reflection about Letinsky etc.  You must put a menu on your blog for 
ASSIGNMENTS as these are what assessors will need to go to immediately before looking at the 
other parts of your blog.

Feedback on assignment

Circular - Complementaries

I love these bizarre experiments with detergent and milk!  And what is important is that you took 
that YouTube science experiment and made it your own by thinking about ways to turn it into 
photographs.  

The colours are vivid and the paint turns into beautiful fluid forms.  I recall a degree show at the 
Royal College of Art where a photography student had made photographs by allowing fruit to 
rot on sheets of film, which he kept buried, then printed the results, which as you may imagine 
showed a remarkable microscopy of random bacterial forms.  So there’s nothing to stop you 
developing this project.  

Found Hanging

As with the other mini-series here you have tried to gel each colour theme within a visual strate-
gy, which is a good way to emphasize details too.  

1.  This photo is beautiful, with watery colours and a simple colour impact of similar colours.  Be-
cause it is an edge-to-edge image it makes it doesn’t feel formally the same as the others - par-
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ticularly the next image.  By formal, I mean it is flat, a field of colour.  

2.  These strange bags look dodgy, but whatever they are, their 3D  ‘object-ness’ is much more 
emphasized here than in the previous 2D image.  The bags are the main subject and the blue 
rope is peripheral, yet because it is bright blue, it stands out as the first thing that grabs the 
attention.

3.  The knickers are amusing and work well as a found object.  I think you’ve resolved the compo-
sition better here than in the 2nd image.  Even lining up the pipe at the bottom!

4.  This is my favourite of this collection, back to a more 2 Dimensional form but with the play of 
light and shadow adding extra texture and interest.  

Photogrids - Contrasting Colours

This work is super-vivid having pushed the colour saturation into orbit.  But it works.  Somehow 
the connection between natural forms and unnatural vivid colours has turned these into a ab-
stract patterns, designs that both represent objects and become somewhat like paintings.

It’s nice to see that you’ve taken Hockney’s photo-montages as a starting point but found some-
thing else, more rigid and angular, in the process.  

It’s interesting the way Green Orange works, because you have different vegetables in the greens 
there, creating a variety of form in one colour.  It makes me wonder what a whole collection of 
different forms unified by colour would look like.

Accents

This collection of landscape related photos is more traditional in contrast with the other photos.  
Perhaps these are older photos, but although it is interesting to see the broad variety of visual 
approaches here, you may want to begin to focus on one or the other so that you can begin to 
find the nuances and details that deepen the meaning of images.     

1.  The foxgloves do stand out well, even though they are tiny in the image.  Violet against green.  

2.  Your sunburst on the moor is really dramatic.  Here you’ve managed exceptionally well to 
bring out detail in the darks of the heathers.  

3 & 4.  These images look miles from your other work.  They answer the brief and in themselves 
they are good, but they don’t really offer the kind of personal vision that you show the potential 
to express in your found objects and experiments.  

Learning Logs/Critical essays

Your self-evaluation is good and your blog is growing in complexity and interest.  The writing 
about Letinsky, Burtynsky, Fischli and Weiss etc is very good and shows you are thinking about 
the images you see and finding the visual subject in them.    

It would be a good idea to bring all your research into one place because it’s a bit all over your 
blog.  Even though you are doing three courses, they are inter-related.  
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It is interesting that you tried to make a comparison between Letinsky and Fischli & Weiss, be-
cause for me they are quite apart in their essential subjects.  Letinsky is telling stories in a foren-
sic manner - stories of relationships that have occurred over meals.  She then photographs the 
traces of the leftovers in such a way as to tell that story obliquely.   Letinsky’s work is related to 
Dutch still-life painting. 

With the “Quiet Afternoon” works of Fischli & Weiss there is a wonderful sense of humour about 
ordinary objects, but they are presented in a more sculptural way, as objects in themselves.  

Suggested reading/viewing

You may be interested in the work of Peter Fraser and of David Bate who teaches at Westminster 
http://davidbate.net/ARTWORKS/BUNGLED-MEMORIES.html

He has written a very informative book called Photography: Key Concepts, which is accessible 
and clarifying about genre.   

Pointers for the next assignment

Try not to labour on the next assignment, just keep productive.  Take an object and experiment 
with light as widely as you can.   

Good luck!

Tutor name Robert Enoch
Date 9th Sept. 2014
Next assignment due 17th Nov. 2014

  


