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Overall Comments 
 
This is an excellent assignment showing not only a good eye for graphic 
shapes within the frame but also an understanding of the way the design and 
the expression of the subject matter function together.   
 
You’ve chosen to photograph signs and traces of ‘urban decay’ in high 
contrast black and white and emphasized their man-made textures and 
shapes with film grain. And the use of a dark vignette often helps to suggest a 
‘vintage’ quality.    
 
Your goal here was to create at least 10-15 photos that show the effects of 
design and to demonstrate an understanding and control of design in your 
picture-making.  And you have certainly achieved this and taken the 
assignment to a more personal and interesting level.  I also like the way 
you’ve presented this work as a documentary project for a magazine.  
 
My only criticism or concern really, is that you’ve not sometimes broadened 
your viewpoint to show people either living in this urban setting or their 
responses to it: indifference, disgust, etc.  Also, wider shots that showed a 
much bigger view of this urban decayed environment would have been 
satisfying - even if this was contrasted against less decayed places or signs 
within the same frame.  This would help to deepen the meaning of the work.    
 
Part Two of the module has focused on the way objects, shapes, lines and 
curves are arranged within the frame.  Everything you photograph can be 
reduced to simple graphic shapes – for example a face is essentially an oval 
shape with two dots for eyes, a triangle for a nose and a line for a mouth, with 
an irregualr shape for hair.  This simplified way of looking at subjects should 
help you when you compose them in the frame and help you to guide the 
eyes of the viewer to your central subject and around the picture.  As you can 
see, design is not specific to photography alone, but to all visual art.  Through 
this part of the module you should have learnt the fundamental elements of 
design and shown in your assignment that you can utilize them to create more 
effective photographs.   



 
You apply for Assessment directly to OCA, which you have done.   
 
Assignment potential  
 
I understand your aim is to go for the Photography (Painting/Textiles/Creative 
Writing, Creative Arts*) Degree and that you plan to submit your work for 
assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have shown in this 
assignment, and providing you commit yourself to the course, I suggest that you 
are likely to be successful in the assessment. 
 
Feedback on assignment 
 
Cover shot 
 
Your ‘cover shot’ of the ‘Room for rent’ poster shows all the typical signs of 
decay: peeling paint, neglected and torn old posters, scratches showing use 
and even graffiti.  There’s a sense that all these things combined sum up the 
idea of a forgotten little corner of a city.  We intuit something of the 
surroundings without seeing that much of them.    
 
What is it about decay that suggests a moral or spiritual counterpart?  But is 
this really true?  Focusing on decay could be about focusing on poverty or 
human hardship.  If people don’t have the time they don’t clear things up or 
look after their environment.  So, this brings me to the question of further 
contextualizing and developing this work: how can you step beyond the visual 
details of decay in order to tell us (the viewers) more about the people and the 
places you are showing?  This is an important point for your development 
because there is something ‘aesthetic’ or ‘photogenic’ about decay – 
‘attractive’ as you say.  In fact, decay renders objects somewhat abstract, 
removed from their original purpose and making them more like images and 
things without use.  That of course, makes them an ideal subject for this 
assignment.  
 
In truth, no space is entirely uninhabited.  Except perhaps Chyernobyl.  If you 
show people in your work you will deepen your expression.  Who lives here?  
What do they do?  What do they look like?  How do they dress?  How do they 
express themselves to the world?  
 
Single Point 
 
There is a lovely irony at work here that could easily make this shot the 
beginning of a very significant body of work: the ‘palace’ that has fallen into 
decay.  
 
Tell people what is this palace?  If a palace of entertainment, the what is it 
that is decaying here?  Could it be the result of gambling?  Can you see how 
this leads to questions that you can explore in future photographs? 
 



The light switch is close detail that could be well contextualized within a larger 
body of work.  Here it comes across as two points, the light switch and the 
hole it’s fallen out of.  
 
Two Points 
 
Another quite deep image with two contrasting symbols: the Cross and the 
bolt lock of the gate.  I like the way you’ve arranged the dark – light areas of 
the frame, but I think the white wall takes quite a bit of attention.  However, 
leave it because it doesn’t prevent the viewer searching around the image.  
 
Impiled Triangle 1    
 
I don’t see the implied triangle here.  That there are triangular shapes within 
the subjects is not really what the brief is after.  An implied triangle is a 
triangle that is formed by three points within a frame.  For example three 
faces.   
 
But this is still a strong composition where the light fades to black from one 
corner to the other.  And this shows all the necessary indications of neglect.  
 
Impiled Triangle 2 
 
This is more of an implied triangle – between the three marks in the sand.  But 
that doesn’t stop the eye noticing other marks!  
 
With implied triangles you need to be very clear: it’s just a way of arranging 
three points in the frame.  There may be other points of secondary interest, 
but they will not be the same subjects as the three.   
 
Distinct Irregular Shape 
 
I like this stark white patch.  It’s an image full of texture and the marks of age. 
 
Distinct Irregular Shape 
 
The flaking paint makes another interesting shape in the center of the frame.  
And the different tones of the paint and plaster make it stand out well.  
 
Diagonal #1 
 
This is a very simple image that answers the brief but doesn’t add too much to 
the project as a whole.  If you have a more telling diagonal I’d replace this with 
that.  
 
It’s not a bad image or a photo that looks out of place in the series, but it 
doesn’t advance the project further.  
 
If you look at urban decay as a subject, it has various typifying images: there 
are living spaces, work spaces, municipal and civic spaces, social spaces.  



There are different kinds of symbols used by people: for work, for shelter, for 
food and drink, for entertainment, for relationships.  You can use different 
symbols in this way to extend the meaning of your subject matter. 
 
Diagonal #2 
 
I like this much more, it’s a broken wall, and seems a far more dramatic 
indication of total decay.  The texture is still wonderful, and that dark 
background is symbolic of something hidden and obscure as well as 
frightening. 
 
Several Points 
 
You are right in saying that broken glass is a classic symbol of urban decay – 
but it is also potentially a symbol of violence.  You’ve again closed in very tight 
so that it’s not possible to work out why this glass was broken.   
 
I like the sharpness of the shapes and in this image you’ve not used 
extremely high contrast but left some good midtoned greys to let the reflection 
show a sense of space.  
 
Vertical & Horizontal 
 
Well this fence has just about had it!  I think you’ve overdone the high-contrast 
look here.  It looks too much like a Photoshop ‘effect’.  Some photography of 
the 1970’s used this very high contrast look because it was published in 
newspapers which had to print in that way.  But the subject here would still be 
communicative without the contrast.   
 
Curved #1 
 
I think this (and the ‘Palace’) is my favourite among this assignment.  It’s a 
mysterious environment that could well be much older than ‘Colonial’ and the 
mushroom design of the arch is quite bizarre.  One of the most interesting 
things that photography can do is place the viewer in unknown worlds.  This 
can be a fantasy world – as much of the media likes to do – or it can be 
something more unsettling, real and challenging, like this place.   
 
This photo does develop your brief much more than lots of decayed subjects 
because this suggests both emptiness and abandonment.  The rim light on 
the left side of the arch is great and the little drawings on the right side of the 
arch add to the sense of strangeness!  
 
Curve #2 
 
It’s nice to see a wider view here with this flaking old gate.  Certainly this does 
suggest something of the end of affluence, although there could have been 
more visual information to help the viewer come to this conclusion.   
 



The skull at the bottom of the line of the gate center adds to a sense of total 
decay! 
 
Rhythm 
 
Nice that you’ve used a ‘broken’ rhythm in this context.   
 
Pattern 
 
This is an interesting phenomenon and perhaps colour photography or much 
less contrast would have brought out the forms of the fungus better.   Like the 
stronger images here, this develops your theme and also shows something 
we haven’t seen in any of the other photographs: the active agent of decay – 
the fungus.   
 
It’s a nicely framed shot, showing the pattern of the crumbling wall in contrast 
with the part that is further along the road of decay.  In this way it shows a 
process, adding to the interest.   
 
Can you find a way to make the fungus look less like snow?! 
 
Learning Logs/Critical essays 
 
Your written work is good and honest and your blog is clear and easy to 
navigate with some really strong photos from your exercises.  
 
Suggested reading/viewing 
 
Have a look at the photographs of Steve McCurry.  He uses colour and light 
exceptionally well.  And Michael Freeman has also produced a book on colour 
that may be of interest. 
 
Pointers for the next assignment 
 
It’s important for the next assignment that you don’t start photographing traffic 
signs and cereal packets!  Yes, there are many ready-made examples of 
contrasting and complementary colours in such subjects, but the purpose of 
the assignment is to try to be imaginative in your use of colour as well as 
simply demonstrating an understanding of types of colour relationship.    
 
Good luck with the next assignment. 
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